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What is SEA?

◦ Systematic process analysing the environmental impact of strategic 

initiatives (Plans & Programmes), intended to ensure a high level of 

environmental protection by placing environmental considerations at 

the forefront of decision-making.

◦ Designed to take place during the development stages of a Plan and 

Programme, shaping the PP such that to ensure the most sustainable 

outcomes.



The SEA Legal Framework

◦ SEA Directive - 2001/42/EC 

◦ UNECE Kiev Protocol -  UNECE Protocol on 

Strategic Environmental Assessment to the 

Convention on Environmental Impact

◦ Assessment in a Transboundary Context 

National legislation transposing Directive – 

S.L.549.61 (SEA Regulations)
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How does SEA add value?

◦ Evidence-based integrated approach, improving 
quality of comprehensive policy-making

◦ Provides basis for sustainable development by 
addressing source of environmental impacts

◦ Accounts for long-term effects

◦ Evaluates alternative options and cumulative 
impacts

◦ Eliminates environmentally damaging options

◦ Provides basis for comprehensive assessments

◦ Saves time and money by avoiding costly mistakes

◦ Builds public trust, improving credibility and good 
governance



Major Players - Implementation of SEA in 
Malta
◦ Responsible Authority (RA) – Authority developing the 

Plan or Programme and responsible for conducting 
SEA process

◦ Designated Authorities (DAs)– ERA, REWS, Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Health Authorities to be consulted by the 
RA during Screening and Scoping process, and on the 
Draft Plan and Environmental Report (ER) 

◦ Competent Authority (CA) - SEA Focal Point to be 
informed by RA that SEA is being conducted and 
oversees implementation of the SEA process. CA’s 
decision on need for SEA is final decision



Throughout the process, the RA 

maintains responsibility for the 

process and decisions. 

The RA is required to carry out the 

necessary consultations with the 

public and/or relevant DAs.

The CA (SEA Focal Point) has the 

authority to mandate the carrying 

out of a SEA if it so deems necessary

This PFD and information is being provided for guidance purposes only. RAs should refer 

to and be guided by SL 549.61.

LEGEND

Screening Stage

Policy Development Stage

SEA Stage

Heading

Sub-Heading

Process Step

Reference within SL 549.61

No to the question/statement

Yes to the question/statement

PP falls under Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) Articles 6 or 7;
or PP in agriculture, forestry, waste management,  water 

management, telecommunications, tourism, town & 
country planning, and land-use which set framework for 
future development consent of projects in Annex I or II of 

EIA Directive (2014/52/EU)

Policy Development of Plan or Programme (PP)

PP is Defence, Civil Emergency, Financial or Budgetary?

Screening Process

SEA Process

Scoping

Environmental Report & Draft PP

Decision, Adoption & Monitoring

Decision on the adoption of the PP, taking account of the 
conclusions of the environmental report, measures to be 
taken and outcome of the consultations. CA, DAs to be 

informed through a summary of how environmental 
considerations have been integrated. The ER is to be 

published to ensure public availability.

Plans & Programmes,(not projects) including modifications 
to existing plan or programme, strategies, policies

RA consultation with DAs (ERA, REWS, Health, Agriculture, 
Fisheries), taking care to enable public consultation

Screening report/template prepared by the RA identifying 
whether the PP has significant environmental/health effects

Scope and level of detail defined by RA in consultation with 
DAs as well as public through consultation

Final report describing significant effects of implementation 
as well as its reasonable alternatives, containing information 

specified in Schedule 1 of SL549.61. Report must reflect 
public (including NGOs) participation outcomes when all 

options are open.

Article 
4(9)

Article 6

Article 4(2)

Article 
4(6)

RA prepares draft PP & Environmental Report for 
consultation with DAs, public, and possibly other EU 

member states. 
Article 7

Article 8
Article 9
Article 10

Article 11

Significant effects of plan implementation monitored, and 
the results communicated to DAs and public
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Process Flow



◦ Central role of RA in identifying need for SEA and its obligations in conducting SEA process

◦ Role of DAs to support RA during process

◦ Overseeing role of CA

◦ Need for consultation and effective two-way communication between RA and DAs

◦ Collaboration and cooperation among all major stakeholders

◦ SEA as a win-win process for all stakeholders

Conclusions
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